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Message from the President 
        

Dear Patrons and Devotees, 

Om Sri Vinayakaya  Namaha! 

 

Namaste, 

As President of the Hindu Temple, Omaha, NE, it is an honor to be writing 

on behalf of the Executive Committee for the year 2018-19. 

Since July, we have observed festivals like Ganesh Chaturthi, Janmastami, 

Navaratri and Deepavali, to name a few. Thanks to our priests, for their 

outstanding dedication and commitments, all these events were success-

ful. Our Executive Committee is determined to work diligently with the 

members of our community towards greater achievement and better un-

derstanding, to work harder, to improve the relationship and service to the community. Our Hindu 

Community is blessed to have Volunteers/Devotees/Leaders who are committed and dedicated in 

serving our temple. We are indeed blessed to be a part of this community. 

Since its inception in 1993, Hindu Temple has come a long way in serving the spiritual needs of the 

Hindu Community in and around Omaha (and beyond) for the past two decades. We are ever grateful 

for the volunteers, devotees, patrons who worked, committed, served so hard in building our Hindu 

Temple for us that we could come and worship in the peaceful, serene and tranquil environment. 

 Our Hindu Community is growing by leaps and bounds, thanks to Lord Prasanna Ganapati, so 

much so that we are running out of space to fulfill our community’s needs! I am proud to say our Hindu 

Temple is growing along with it to meet the demands. As part of our expansion plans; to help us in 

spiritual wants, we are pleased to announce that the Shri Shirdi Sai Baba Prana Prathistha/

Kumbhabhisekham will be starting November 7th to 10th  with the blessings of Prasanna Ganapati and 

Shri Shiridi Sai Baba. To help us in advancement of our understanding of spiritual needs, we are also 

acquired the building opposite our temple (named as Hindu temple community center) during the 

month of June to expand the spiritual, educational and cultural activities. With that said, the Communi-

ty Center has started utilizing for Balavihar, Regional language schools, and Community events.  We 

are coming up with the plans to improve the facilities at the Community Center.  I would like to con-

gratulate our Finance Team for working with Homeland Security to get the grants of 67K to provide 

security cameras, keyless entries to our Temple and Community Center. This will enable us to pro-

vide safety to devotees at our Temple premises. I kindly request all the devotees to support our tem-

ple with generous donations. We will have a Fundraising Dinner hosted by Dr. Alekha Dash our Fund-

raising Chairs, on November 4th at the Hindu Temple Community Center. Everyone leaves behind 

footprints in the sands of time, but your generous donations will be remembered by future genera-

tions to follow. We are forever grateful to have the support of Dr. Phani Tej Adidam, Chairman, Board 

of Trustees. Please accept our wholehearted appreciation for your incredible support, and I look for-

ward to our continued development of our beloved Temple in the years to come! 

 

 May the Lord Prasanna Ganapathi bless us all. 

 

         Srinivasarao Mallipudi 

               President, Executive Committee (2018-19) 

         president@htom.us 
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Message from the chairperson 
Namasthe, 

 

Shri Prasanna Ganapataye Namah! 

 

It gives me immense pleasure in conveying my warmest greetings and regards to you 

and your family members during these festive times. During the past month, we all cele-

brated Navarathri with lots of fervor and devotion. Now, we are looking forward to cele-

brating Diwali, our festival of lights, with enthusiasm and harmony. 

 Diwali signifies many things to many of us. For some, it is the beginning of a new 

year. It is an opportunity to reminisce about the past, and plan for the future. For others, it 

is an opportunity to cleanse our spirits by conquering the deficiencies and promising to 

embark on a path of spiritual renewal. Whatever the case is, one thing that unifies us is 

the emotional optimism that we all share and commemorate.  

 In this spirit, I want to thank all of you for being an essential part of our temple. Your devotion, support, 

and service of all kinds is deeply cherished by us in the Board of Trustees and Executive Committee. Our temple 

runs smoothly due to the immense contributions of our volunteers. You personify the essence of nishkaama seva 

and are true karmayogis.  Please accept our heartfelt gratitude. 

 As you know, our temple’s footprint has evolved significantly during the past year – both ritualistically 

as well as physically. By the time you might read this message, the kumbhabhishekam of the Shri Shirdi Sai Baba 

sanctum would have been performed (Nov 7th through 10th 2018). We are glad that our congregation has now 

expanded in a significant manner due to this exemplary addition to our main sanctum.  

We have also expanded our physical footprint, and now have a community center. This will be a hub for our ed-

ucation, culture, and maha prasadam activities. Our long-range planning committee, under the visionary leader-

ship of Dr. Sanjay Singh, is developing plans for utilizing this space keeping in mind the needs of the future gen-

erations of our Hindu Americans. The mission for this center would be to become a magnet of spiritual learning 

in the North American continent.  

 In order to maintain the expanded infrastructural footprint and increased ritualistic practices, our fund-

raising committee, under the inspiring leadership of Dr. Alekha Dash, has developed a plan for making our tem-

ple fiscally sound and financially sustainable. It is in this regard that I earnestly seek your inestimable financial 

support. We request you to please boost your pledged patronage to our temple to higher levels on a continuing 

basis.  

 Finally, please know that we take your suggestions for improvement seriously. If you have any thoughts, 

please feel free to contact any member of the Board of Trustees; Executive Committee; or priests. 

 In closing, I am pleased to share one of my favorite verses from RigVeda that I learned in school. This 

has been an abiding theme for the progress of society as well as our temple. 

 

संगच्छधं्व संवदधं्व सं वो मन ंसस ज नत म्|  देव  भ गं यथ  पूवे सञ्ज न न  उप सते || 

May we move in harmony, speak in one voice; let our minds be in agreement; just as the ancient gods shared 

their portion of sacrifice. 

 

सम नो मन्त्र: ससमसत: सम नी सम नं मन: सहसित्तमेष म् | सम नं मन्त्रमसभमन्त्रये व: सम नेन वो हसवष  जुहोसम || 

May our purpose be the same; may we all be of one mind. In order for such unity to form I offer a common pray-

er. 

सम नी व आकूसत: सम न  हृदय सन व सम नमसु्त वो मनो यथ  व: सुसह ससत || 

May our intentions and aspirations be alike, so that a common objective unifies us all. 
 

Once again, please accept our sincere greetings on the occasion of Diwali. 

Hari Om Tat Sat! 

           Phani Tej Adidam 
               Chairman, Board of Trustees 
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Financial Update: Hindu Temple Omaha 

Hindu Temple, Omaha NE (Sep 2017 thru Sep 2018) 

INFLOW   OUTFLOW 

Hundi collections cash $76,666   Operating expenses $243,214 

Direct deposits $37,429   Priest & Staff expenses $149,533 

Puja services $139,610   Priest/Staff Housing $25,992 

Donations $150,852   Sai Sanctum Construction $532,104 

Sponsored/event collections $165,201   Community Center $1,111,970 

Raffle (after prizes, expenses) $9,363   Sponsorship & Events $23,625 

Pledged Donations $284,682   Devotee Loan & Mortgage Int $24,323 

From Mortgage $500,000   Towards Mortgage/payoff $16,555 

Loan from Devotees $850,101   Towards Housing/payoff $12,874 

Total inflow $2,213,910   Total outflow@ $2,140,190 

Total Inflow 2018 (YTD) $1,421,683   Total outflow 2018 (YTD) $1,977,218 

------------------      Balances As of September 30,2018    --------------------- 

Balance owed on loan from : $483,445 

Balance owed on Mortgage/Short-term line of credit : $850,101 

Balance owed on priest/staff housing mortgage: $247,047 

Operating Account Balance : $294,102 

Savings (Endowment) balance : $130,816 

We are happy to announce that Hindu Temple has been awarded $67,000 Non-
Profit Securities Grant (NSGP-S) from the state of Nebraska towards beefing up 

of security to the premises. 
Interested in donating your appreciated securities (stocks)? It’s very easy to transfer to 
your Temple! Please supply the following info to your brokerage firm. 
Receiving Firm Name: TDAmeritrade 
Receiving Firm DTC number: 0188 
Receiving Account title: HINDU TEMPLE OMAHA 
Receiving Account Number: 868591259 
NOTE: This is subject to change and hence please check with Temple for the lat-
est account information. 
Then, email htom@htom.omhcoxmail.com with the details about your donation and 
contact information and with the subject line "Securities Donation" so that we can fol-
low up to ensure a successful transfer. We generally consider the closing price of the 
stock on the day we have received to value your contribution. It’s that easy!! 

  

TRACK YOUR DONATIONS – We track your donations as complete as possible 
and send annual donation amounts to your address or email. For any changes 
please keep us updated with your latest email and physical address by e-mailing 
to htom@htom.omhcoxmail.com so that we can send financial communications 
to your latest email / address. 
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Wishing You All 

A Very Happy Deepavali  
From: 

Jitender and Ravinder Deogun  
 

 

Please support Hindu Temple by  

Buying Raffle Tickets 
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Guru Purnima Puja 2018  
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Devi Kirthees 2018 
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Happy Deepavali  

Wishes from the  

Ramakrishnan   

Family 

 

Usha, VT, Praveen, Madan, Lauryl, 
Sabina & Liliana 
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Continued to the next page…...  
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Balvihar: Kanha’s Painting by Kids 
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Balvihar: Drawing Activities by Kids 
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Credo –by Aruneem Bhowmick 
 

I believe in the advances of mankind, 

The betterment of the community and ourselves, 

The gradual struggles and progress should both be expected, 

The rewards you get from your daily actions; 

The achievements and effectiveness of 

Bravery, Dedication, and Hard Work. 

But people are not better than each other, 

Just because of their sport abilities and smarts. 

I believe in the wise words spoken from the old man’s mouth, 

I believe in the voice inside your mind, telling you what to do and how 

I believe in expressing your worth in this world by your 

Actions, Karma, and your Courtesy. 

And I believe that if you are given the opportunity to learn how to read and how to 

advance, 

You will break the primitive chains of stubborn, blind faith 

Balvihar: Hindu Temple Omaha 
 

Namaste. I’ve been attending Balvihar for the past seven years. I am so thankful 

to be a part of such a strong community and getting to learn from such motivat-

ing leaders, have pushed me past my limits in and out of the temple. It’s amazing 

that we have the opportunity to learn so much about our religion, even when we 

are living in America. Getting to experience traditions first hand as well as the 

reasons behind them has taught me to change my outlook on God, others and 

myself. It is important for teens to understand that we are the future and we have 

the skills to make a difference. At this age we must seek blessings and never 

miss the chance to learn something new. No matter how busy we are, it is still im-

portant to give time to spirituality and God, which is exactly why I am thankful to 

Balvihar and the teachers. They brought self- realization in me and I appreciate 

them greatly for doing so.  

      By Khushi Singh, Youth Group Balvihar 
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Continued to the next page…...  
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Ganesh Chaturthi Celebration 2018 
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Mahashivaratri Puja 2018 
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Best Wishes and  

Happy Diwali  

 From: 

    Smitha 
and Alekha 

Dash 

Rohan Dash 

Debleena and Ajay Saini 
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HAPPY DeepavALI 
Bhavana and Rakesh Singh 

Janakbhai Dave 
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Shakti, the Devine Mother 

Alekha K. Dash 

Shakti literally means energy or power. In Sanatan Dharma, Shakti is symbolically considered as a fe-

male, but, it is neither a female nor a male. It is a force that manifests in various forms. Since a mother fulfils all 

the necessary desires of her child, Shakti is considered as the divine mother and all the women of this world are 

various forms of this divine mother. Devi or the Parashakti is considered as the supreme Shakti or the power of 

the supreme being. Therefore, Shakti is the dynamic energy that is responsible for creation, maintenance, and 

destruction of the universe.  Ardhanariswara, a deity who is represented as half male and half female is an icon 

that represents this idea of equality of male and female aspects of divinity that is essential for creating, preserv-

ing, and destroying this universe. Shakti, the divine mother is represented in many forms with the three gunas 

(quality), Sattwa, Rajas, and Tamas. She manifests in Ichha Shakti, Kriya Shakti and Jnana Shakti. She also repre-

sents Brahma-Shakti (Saraswati), Vishnu-Shakti (Laxmi), and Shiva-Shakti (Mahakali or Durga). During the first 

three days of Navaratri, Durga or the destructive aspect of the divine mother is worshiped, followed by the next 

three days her creative aspect or Lakshmi is worshiped. On the last three days of Navaratri, her knowledge as-

pect or Sarswati is being worshiped. The day after Navaratri is celebrated as Vijaya Dasami to recognize the day 

of the victory of Dharma over Adharma. 

Shaktism is a major tradition in Sanatan Dharma together with Vaishnavism and Shaivism. Shaktism focus-

es on worship of the “Great Goddess” and her many forms. Shakti is conceived either as the paramount goddess 

or as the consort of a male deity, generally Shiva. Many Hindus worship Shakti as the divine mother who calls for 

absolute surrender. Yogis regard Shakti as the power, lying dormant within the body as a coiled serpent 

(kundalini) that must be aroused and realized to reach spiritual liberation. Some of the Hindu scriptures that shed 

lights on Shaktism include Devi Mahatmya, Devi Bhagabata Purana, Shakta Upanishadas, such as Devi Upanishadas 

and Lalita Sahashranama (from Brahmanada Purana). The sub-traditions of Shaktism include Tantra. This refers to 

practices, technique and rituals that use Mantra (sacred utterance), Yantra (mystical diagram), Yoga (group of 

physical, mental, and spiritual practices), Nyasa (involves touching various parts of the body while chanting spe-

cific portions of a mantra), and Mudra (symbolic or ritual gestures) to involve cosmic forces and awaken 

Kundalini power. The roots of Shakta Tantrism are not clear. However, interaction between Vedic and Tantric 

traditions trace back to the sixth century. It is still unclear whether the Tantric practices are Vedic or Non-Vedic. 

Some of the puja rituals in many temples in India still use both Vedic and Tantric procedures today. Puja bidhi 

(process) in the Jagannath Temple of Puri, Odisha uses both these practices in its daily rituals. In Puri, the four-

armed Durga is worshiped as Bimala, and Lord Jagannath, the presiding deity of the temple is known as 

Madhaba, He is considered as the moving idol (Chalanti Pratima) of Lord Jagannath. The Prasad offered to the 

Lord becomes Mahaprasad after it is offered to Goddess Bimala.  

The origin of the ten Mahavidyas (Great Wisdoms) has many versions described in Hindu Scriptures. Ma-

havidyas are a group of ten aspects of Adi Parashakti. There are numerous myths about the Devi in which she is 

described to produce these goddesses from different parts of her body to maintain cosmic stability. Some be-

lieves, the ten Mahavidyas, are probably a Shakta version of the Vishnu’s ten avatars of Vaishnavism. The origin 

of ten Mahavidyas are also thought to be the result of a conflict among Sati, Siva and Dakshya Prajapati. The ten 

Mahavidyas are: KALI, TARA, TRIPURA SUNDARI, BHUVANESVARI, BHAIRAVI, CHINNAMASTA, DHUMA-

VATI, BAGALAMUKHI, MATANGI, AND KAMALA 

According to tantric believe, life is a process of self-transformation and is dependent on eliminating un-

desirable circumstances (negative energy) and replacing them with desirable ones. Tantrics accomplish this 

process by establishing a harmonic relationship with the yoginis (the forces of self-empowerment and disem-

powerment). Yogini also refers to women who are a part of Hindu and Buddhist tantra traditions. In Sanskrit liter-

ature, the yoginis have been represented as the attendants or various manifestations of Durga engaged in 

fighting with the demons. There are 64 Yoginis and are found only in four major shrines in India. Two of these 

shrines are in Madhya Pradesh and two in Odisha. 

References: 

 

1. The Devi Mahatmya by Sri Swami Sivanda, The Devine Life Society, Fifth Edition, 2011. 

2. Patel, C.B. Monumental Efflorescence of Ranipur-Jharial in Orissa Review, August 2004, pp.41-44 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Vaishnavism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Shaivism
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Shiva
https://www.britannica.com/topic/yogin
https://www.revolvy.com/page/Mantra
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Vaishnavism
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/kali-ten-mahavidyas/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/tara-ten-mahavidyas/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/tripura-sundari/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/bhuvanesvari/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/bhairavi/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/chinnamasta/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/dhumavati/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/dhumavati/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/bagalamukhi/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/matangi/
http://www.mahavidya.ca/category/major-hindu-sects/saktism/sakta-deities/the-ten-mahavidyas/kamala/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durga
http://orissagov.nic.in/e-magazine/Orissareview/aug2004/engishPdf/Pages41-44.pdf
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Bramhotsavam Puja  

2018  
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Happy Deepavali  AND PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR wishes   

From:  

PURNIMA AND BABU GUDA  

RAHUL AND REEMA 
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Are the Vedas the unchanged word of God? 

Veda comes from the root word vid, which means to know. Generally, Veda is said to mean 

knowledge. It contains Divine knowledge. How do we know that? 

Because it contains knowledge about the Supreme Divine. The creation and recommends two 

chief spiritual paths to connect with the Supreme Divine. These paths are yajna and tapasya. 

The knowledge of the Vedas are not authored by anybody, not even by the Supreme Divine. 

They just exist, because that knowledge is true knowledge. Does truth require any authors? 

Of course not. We simply discover certain truths from time to time. 

One thing about truth is, it does not change. It is not based on the opinions of people, wheth-

er smart or dumb, and does not change according to the interpretations of theologians and 

other leaders or founders of the religions. It can be denied and suppressed for a while, but 

after some time, it re-emerges. Unfortunately, right now we live in an age of propaganda, not 

truth. 

That is what the Vedas are. Not authored by anybody, but composed as suuktas (nicely said), 

because those who received the truths, cared deeply about them and preserved them the 

best they could. How were the truths received? As Para-vaak or Divine revelations that ap-

peared in some form of vividity to the rishis and rishikaas of the Vedas. Most of the time, the 

suuktas were written as understood, but there are suuktas that are clearly not interpreted 

words. For example, rishikaa Vaak, daughter of rishi Ambhrin wrote down the Devi suukta, 

being completely one with the Supreme Divine, in first person. The Devi suukta is an exam-

ple of unchanged words of the Supreme Divine. It is in Rigveda 10.125, and goes like this… 

ॐ अहं रुदे्रसभववसुसभश्चर म्यहम सदतै्यरुत सवश्वदेवैैः। 

अहं समत्र वरुणोभ  सवभम्यवहसमन्द्र ग्नी अहमसश्वणोभ ॥ १ 

This is just the first verse, but this means... I am the One who moves as the Rudras, the Vasus, 

the Adityas and Vishvadevas. I am manifest as Mitra and Varuna, as Indra and Agni and the 

two Ashvinikumaras. 

It has more verses, but the first one is sufficient example for now. 

No human can speak like that. Right? 

Dr. Dhruba Chakravarti,  Ph.D. 

https://www.quora.com/Are-the-Vedas-the-unchanged-word-of-God
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Happy Deepavali Wishes 

From: Saraswathi G. Joshi & Family 

Sumangala and Shantaram Joshi 

And Deepa and Nikhil Kumar 

Yashaswini K. Joshi & Family 

 

Wish you all a very 
HAPPY DEEPAVALI 

 
 

May the divine light of Diwali spread in to your life peace, 
prosperity, pleasure, and good health 

 
 

Shashi and Subhash 
Bhatia & Family 
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Continued …...  
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HAPPY DEEPAVALI 2018 TO 
FRIENDS & FAMILY  

From: 

Dr. CHANDRA , LIN, PAREENA AND 
NISHYIA PONNIAH 

NORFOLK, NEBRASKA 

 

 

Newly Donated Silver Nagaabharanam for Lord Shiva 
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It is our great pleasure to bring a 2018 Deepavali special issue of the Deepam. We have in-
cluded the useful information and details of the major events such as Deepavali Puja, Diwali wishes of 
our community members and an upcoming major events/poojas of  2018. I thank them for their contin-
ued support of the Deepam. In this special issue, we have included several articles related to religious, 
spiritual and social issues for our community. We have also updated the Balvihar activities. We want to 
sincerely thank all the well-wishers and the contributors for this publication. We invite you all to consid-
er contributing articles for publication in Deepam. Articles from young adults are also welcome and I 
request the parents to encourage their children to contribute their articles. As always constructive com-
ments and suggestions from the readers are most welcome. 

I also take this opportunity to thank the members of Publication Advisory Committee Shanta-
ram Joshi, Babu Guda and Manju Mehta for their help in bringing this issue. We also want to thank the 
Printing Facility, Creighton University for this publication. A major way of improving the quality of 
Deepam is to get a constructive feedback from its readers. I look forward to your suggestions to im-
prove the Deepam.  

Wishing you all a “Very Happy Deepavali and Prosperous New Year 2018” 

 

 

Namaskaar! 

              Nagendra Chaturvedi 

Happy Deepavali  AND PROSPEROUS NEW 

YEAR wishes   
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2018 Honorees and Outstanding Volunteers of  

Hindu Temple, Omaha 

Dr. Rakesh Singh, Past Chair of the 

Board of  Trustees of our Temple   

Shrimati Deepa Kashyap, Past 

President of the EC of our Temple   

Shri Ankit Mohanbhai Desai, 2018  

Outstanding Volunteer of the  Year   

Shri Nageswararao Athota, 2018  

Outstanding Volunteer of the  Year   

Shri Mahendra Verman, 2018  

Outstanding Volunteer of the  Year   
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Happy Deepavali to You All  

From  Hindu Temple, Omaha NE 

PLEASE DONATE GENEROUSLY 

Shri Shirdi Sai Baba 

 Pranaprathistha & Kumbhabhisekham  


